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B

b orthography and phonetics
b representing bh  123n1
b- becomes mb- in eclipsis  5, 116, 232, 240-1, 243
B- (Lat) becomes p- (in OG, rarely)  194
-b- from -p- (eG, OW)  196
-b(h) ?from -p (OBr)  114

b (Br, W) phonetics
b- becomes f- in mutation  435
b- becomes m- in nasal mutation  5, 240
b- from p- in mutation  5, 356
-b- (eCelt) becomes -f- between vowels  5
-b- from -p- (eCelt) between vowels  5

bachall, BACULUM; gen bachaill, bachla(e), Angl -bachlie, -bauchle  crozier, staff  141, 264n1, 266-7, 325

bachlach, Angl -bachlaw, -bauchlaw  associated with a crozier  141, 266 see also -ach

bachlach  a rustic, shepherd  141n1 see also buachaill

-bachlie see bachall

-bachlaw see bachlach (associated with a crozier)

BACULUM see bachall

bad, Angl bad(d)-, bed-, patt-; gen b(h)aid; gen pl badan  place, spot, tuft, clump of trees 
242, 262, 410, 411, 421, 423-4, 475, 486, 490

bad- see bad; b(h)ài(th)te

badaidh, Angl bad(d)y  small clump of trees, small place, a small company of men or animals  424
see also -dh

badán  small clump of trees, small place, a small company of men or animals  424 see also bad

badd- see bad

BADIUS see buidhe

-bae see beithe

baedd (W)  boar  381-2
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bàgh  bay  253

baile  stead, town, vill 
examples  65n2, 95-6, 114, 122, 123n1, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 143, 145, 146, 151, 166, 180, 182,

194, 204, 220, 236, 238, 242, 251, 267, 269, 283, 299, 301,331, 349, 350, 357, 359-60, 377,
379, 382, 394, 407-11, 413, 416, 423, 482, 484, 488, 493, 509, 517 add n265

b. and dún  394
b. and pit  377, 407-11, 413
b. and saints' names  269
b. and tref (W)  180, 357, 359-60
b. and t_n (OE), toun (Scots)  135, 151, 349
Angl forms: bal(l)-  15, 138, 140, 141, 143, 145, 146, 180, 182, 208, 220, 236, 237, 242, 266, 267, 299,

312, 331, 379, 382, 416, 423, 480, 488, 493
bar-  141, 266
bel(l)-  137, 182, 238, 239, 488
blan- (baile an )  139

see also Watson's index pp 525-6

baile-loch, Angl balloch  'lochstead'  482 see also bealach; loch

baintighearna; gen baintighearna  lady  490 see also tighearn(a)

b(h)ài(th)te, Angl -bate, -bait  drowned, submerged  118, 180

bàitheach; gen (a') bhàithich, Angl -vaich  byre, cow-house  411 see also bó; teach

bài(th)te see b(h)ài(th)te

bakki (ON)  bank  209-10

bal- see baile; beul; both

balbh  dumb  211, 433, 449

b(h)alg, b(h)olg, -(bh)lag, bolc (OIr, eG), bulgio(n) (Br); gen -(bh)laig; dat -bulc (OIr, eG) 
(1) bag, sack (2) bay, inlet
b(h)alg  79-81, 441, 447-8
b(h)olg  79, 441
-(bh)lag  79-80
bolc  79-81, 82, 83, 256, 514 add n81
bulgio(n)  411
-(bh)laig  80
bulc  515 add n81

b(h)algach  baglike, ?bubbly  447-8 see also -ach
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ball see baile

ballán  cup  395

balloch see baile-loch; bealach

ban (W)  upper  210 see also ban-gor

ban(n) (W), banna (Br); pl banau (W)  horn, peak  31, 195-6 see also bannog

ban(n) see beann

bàn, b(h)àn, Angl ban, bane, bon-  (1) fair, white (2) blessed, holy
sense (1)  137, 452, 478
sense (2)  83n1
Angl forms: ban  137

bane  145
bon-  478

ban-; gen pl ban  female, lady  115, 452 see also baintighearna; Bandea

banau see ban(n)

banawc see bannog

banb see banbh

Banba (name of goddess)  Ireland  226, 231

banbh, banb (eG), banw (W)  sucking pig  231-2, 441-2

Bandea  goddess (name of a channel of R.Shannon)  521 add n426 see also ban-

bane see bàn

ban-gor (W)  coping, battlement, upper row of rods  210, 482n1

bann, banna see ban(n); bonn

bannog (ModW), bannauc (OW), banawc (MW)  horned, peaked  195-6, 293n2
see also -ach; ban(n) (horn); beannach

bantrach  widow  115 see also ban-

banw see banb(h)
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bar (Br)  summit, top  141 see also barr

bar see baile; barr

-barchan see Berchán

bàrd; ?Angl -bardie; gen bàrda  garrison, guard, watch  145

bàrd; gen bhàird, ?Angl -bardie; gen pl b(h)àrd, (m)bard (eG)  poet  145, 243, 259, 410

barr; Angl bar  crown, eminence, height, hill, top, summit 
184, 200, 234, 267, 271, 278, 494, 500
Angl form: bar  182, 184, 200, 267, 271, 500
see also bar; barràn

Barr; gen (Da-)Bharr, ?Angl -var (saint's name, = Findbarr)  247, 272 see also Finnén

barrán; Angl ?-berry  hedge, palisade, top-fence  143 see also -án; barr

barth (MW), ?berth (MW)  region  104

-barton see Breatann

baslec (MIr), bassalec (OW), BASILICUS; dat baslic (MIr)  (1) church (2) cemetery, churchyard  194

bàta  boat  238

-bate see b(h)ài(th)te

-bauchlaw see bachlach (asociated with a crozier)

-bauchlie see bachall

beag, Angl bec, beg, bek-; fem dat bhig  small 
beag  236, 273, 407, 495, 509
bhig  416
Angl forms: bec, bek-  227-8

beg  146, 228, 260, 261
see also bechan

beal see beul

bealach, belach (eIr), Angl balloch; gen bhealaich, (a') bhealaigh, Angl -valley, -vallie  a pass 
bealach, bhealaich, bhealaigh  263, 269, 378, 482, 483, 495
belach  168
Angl forms: balloch, -valley, -vallie  483
see also -ach; beul
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bealaidh  broom (plant)  405

Bean see Beathan

beann, benn (eG, OIr), Angl ban(n)-, ben; gen bhinn; dat b(h)einn, binn, Angl -phin;
gen pl bheann, Angl venn-  (1) horn (2) mount, mountain-summit, peak 
beann  146, 461, 480-1
benn  31, 461, 480
bhinn  125 see also m(h)onadh
b(h)einn  80, 117, 119, 146, 182, 184, 208, 241, 253, 262, 268, 402, 423, 432, 434, 436, 455, 456,

483, 512, 515 add n183
binn  474n1
bheann  38, 481
Angl forms:

ban(n)-  145-6, 481
ben  146, 182
-phin  125
venn-  481

see also ban(n)

beannach, bennach, b_n_cus (Gaul), benn-icus (Gaul)  horned, peaked  280-1, 480
see also -ach; bannog; binneach

beannachadh, beannachd, bendacht(u) (MIr); dat bendachtain (MIr)  blessing  263, 270, 272, 331

beannaichte  blessed  263

beannchar, bennchar (eG); gen bheannchair; dat beannchraigh  horn-cast  480-2 see also beann; c(h)ar

beanncharán; gen beanncharáin  little horn-cast  481 see also -án

-b(h)ear, √bher, *-beron (eCelt), -ber (Br, W)  bring  458, 476 see also aber; -b(h)eart; beartach; inbhear

Bearbha, Berba (eIr), Angl -bervie (river name, = 'boiling, hot')  469 see also bruth

bearn(a); gen bhairn(e), -wyrnni (eG), Angl -vern  gap  123, 265

bearnán; gen bhearnáin  (name given to bells, = 'little gapped-one')  265 see also -án

-b(h)eart, -bert (Br, W)  bringing  505 see also -b(h)ear; tairbeart

b(h)eartach; gen bheartaigh  bearing  408 see also -ach; -b(h)ear

beathach, beothach  animal  311 see also -ach; beo
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Beathan, Angl Bean; gen Bheathain, Angl -veny (saint's name)  311-12 see also -an

-beathie see beitheach

bec see beag

bechan, mutated fechan (Br, W)  little  168-9 see also beag; Féchín

bed- see bad; buidhe

Bede (eG), Bed-aios (Gaul) ? (pers name)  38

beg see beag

Begha, Begu (OIr), Angl -bucho (saint's name)  151

beinn see beann

beithe, Angl -beith, -bae; gen (a') bheithe, Angl -vey  birch, birchwood  423, 424, 479, 495

beitheach, Angl beoch, -puth; gen beithigh, Angl -beathie  birchwood  146, 183, 200, 418 see also -ach

bek see beag

bel- see baile; buail(e)

bél see beul

belach see bealach

bélat see bialaid

bell- see baile; beul

ben see pen

ben see beann

b_n_cus see beannach

bendacht(u), bendachtain see beannachd

Benén, BENIGNUS; Angl gen (Mo-) -vannan (saint's name)  301

benn see beann

-bennach see beannach
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bennchar see beannchar

benn-icus see beannach

beo (Ir, = G beò), bivos (eCelt), beu (OIr); gen bì, b_ (OIr)  living  88, 89n2, 96 see also beathach

beoch see beitheach

beoil see beul

beothach see beathach

-ber see -b(h)ear

Berach; gen B(h)eraigh, Angl-berry (saint's name)  301

berba see bearbha

Berchán; gen Bercháin, Angl -barchan (saint's name)  194 see also -án

-beron see -b(h)ear

-berry see barrán; Berach

bert see perth

-bert see -b(h)ear

berth see barth; perth

beu see beo

beul, beal, bél (OIr), Angl bal-, bell-; gen beoil (MIr)  mouth, opening  444, 478 see also bealach

bh (orthography and phonetics)
bh represented by b  123n1
bh representing gh  507
bh- corresponds to f- (W)  435
-bh- from -thfh-  229n2
-bh- nasalised  471
-bh ?from -p (Br)  114
see also bhf-

For elements beginning bh not appearing below, see under b
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-bha, -bhach see m(h)agh

bhàird see bàrd (poet)

bhairn(e) see bearn(a)

bhaite, bhaithte see b(h)ai(th)te

Bhátar; gen Bhàtair, Angl -vater (pers name, = Walter)  237

bhealaich, bhealaigh see bealach

bheartaigh see beartach

bheinn see beann

bher see b(h)ear

bhfàd see fàd

bhfeart see feart

bhfiodhag see fiodhag

bhfiach, bhfitheach see fitheach

bhig see beag

bhil see bile

bhinn see beann; m(h)onadh

bhinnein see binnein

Bhìollagain see *Fìollagan

-bhlag see b(h)alg

bhlàir see blàr

bhlàraidh see blàrach

bholg see b(h)alg

bhrac see breac

bhrain see bran
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bhrannraidh see brannradh

Bhrecáin see Breccán

-bhreannaidh see -b(h)rean(n)aidh

bhreislich see breisleach

-bhritheachán, -bhrigheachán see *b(h)rítheachán

bhritheimh see breitheamh

bhrocáin see brochán

bhrotháig see brothág

bhrú see brá

bhrughaibh see brugh

bì; gen bì  pitch-pine  401

bì, b_ see beo

Bì, Da-Bhì, Angl -davie (saint's name)  273 see also do

bile (Ir); gen bhile (Ir)  tree  165, 193, 314, 352

binn see beann

binneach  peaked place  146 see also -ach; beannach

binnean  little peak  146 see also -an; beann

binnein; gen bhinnein  pinnacle  480 see also beann

biorán  spike  488

-birnie see braonach

bivos see beo

Bláán, -blaan see Blathan

-bladdo see blawd
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blaen (W)  (GM: 'source')  355

blái-nemed (OIr)  sanctuary  246 see also nemed

-blain see Blathan

blair-, -blair see blàr

-blairie, -blairy see blàrach; blàrdha

bláith, Angl ?-bleth-  smooth  403

blan see baile

-blain see Blathan

blàr, Angl blair-; gen b(h)làir, Angl -blair  (1) moor, plain (2) battle 
sense (1)  116, 143, 146, 236, 408, 491
sense (2)  382n2

blàr  dappled, spotted  139, 406

blàrach; gen bhlàraidh, Angl ?-blairie, -blairy  dappled place  406, 501 see also -ach

blàrdha, Angl ?-blairie, -blairy  dappled, spotted  139, 406

bláth, Angl ?-bleth-  flower  403

bl_tha see blawd

Blathan, Bláán, Angl -blaan; gen Bhlathain, Angl -blain, -blane (saint's name)  164-5, 273

blawd (W), blato- (Br); gen bl_tha (Br), Angl -bladdo, ble-  (ground) meal  411

-bleth see bláith; bláth

bó; gen pl bó  cow  153n3, 397, 423, 482, 518 add n279  see also bàitheach; bónat; buwch

bo- see both

boc, bwch (W); pl buic  buck  29, 442

bocht (eG, = MnG bochd); gen bocht, Angl ?-bouch(t), -bu(c)th  (the) poor  141

bod (W)  dwelling  202 see also both
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bodar see bodhar

bodartha (eIr)  deafened  52

bodhar (G, Ir), bodar (OIr), byddr (W), Angl bother  (1) deaf (2) silent (3) (Ir) stagnant, sluggish 
52, 435-6

bog  bog, morass  139, 381, 387, 480, 493, 500

boidhre, buidhre (G, Ir); gen b(h)oidre  (1) deafness (2) noiseless one  52, 435-6

bóit see bót

bol- see both

bolc, bolg see b(h)alg

bon- see bàn; bonn; bun

bónat (eG)  little cow  445 see also bó; -nad

bonn, Angl bon-; dat (i) mbonn, Ang mon-  bottom, foot  240-1, 478 see also bun

boon see bun

borg (ON); gen borgar  fort  415 see also brugh; burh

bót (OIr); gen bóit  fire  96

both, Angl. bo-, bu-, bal-, bol-  booth, hut, dwelling 
120, 202, 239, 240, 241, 331, 421, 435, 445, 519 add. n326
Angl. forms:

bo-  120, 240
bu-  239
bal-  435
bol-  435

-both (gen of suffix forming pers names)  312

bother see bodhar

-bouch(t) see bocht

-bowie, -boy see buidhe

For elements beginning bp-, see under p-
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brà, br_ (MIr); gen bràthan, brón (eG, eIr), Angl -brain, -brone  quern  187, 199, 204, 411

brá, b(h)rú  eyelid, brow  510-11 see also bruach

brack- see bréach-

bracty (W), Angl brachty  malthouse  416 see also ty

bradág; gen bradáig  thievish woman  472, 500 see also -ag

bràigh(e), -briga (eCelt), brí (OIr), Angl brae-; gen bràgh(a)d; dat bràghaid, Angl braid, bread-
upper part, upland 
bràigh(e)  30, 45, 110, 143, 380, 500
-briga  381
brí  466
bràghaid  12, 143, 226, 341
bràgh(a)d  479n1
Angl forms: brae-  380

braid  143, 341
bread-  12, 226, 341

see also bre

-brain see brà

braint (W), briganti (Br), bryeint (OW), breint (MW)  privilege  19 see also bre

-braith see Britt

bràithrean see bràthair

bran, brân (W); gen bhrain  raven  167, 237, 312, 442, 453

brandae (OIr)  ravenlike  442 see also -idh

brander see brannradh

-brandon, -brannan see Brénnain

brannradh, brander (Scots); gen bhrannraidh, brannradhan (eG) 
(1) (Ir) gibbet, snare, stocks, trap (2) (G) obstruction  487-8

braon  drizzle, ooze  189

braonach; gen and dat braonaigh, Angl -birnie  moist, oozy place  141-2, 189 see also -ach

bràthair; gen pl bràithrean  brother  273
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bre (W), mutated fre (W), briga (eCelt)  (1) hill, mount (2) promontory  (1) 369, 381, 466 (2) 342
see also braint; bràigh(e); bryn

b(h)reac, bhrac, frac, Angl -breck; gen bric, Angl -brick  dappled, speckled, variegated 
b(h)reac  280-1, 349, 419, 451

(as pers name) 166-7, 451  see also Breccán
bhrac, frac  435
Angl forms: -breck  419

-brick  166-7
see also brith

breacach  (1) speckled place (2) full of fish  (1) 183 (2) 76 see also -ach

bréach- (Ir), bréch (eIr), Angl ?brack-, ?bright-  wolf  139, 402, 404, 406

bread- see bràigh(e)

breamhainn, *bremava (eBr), *brem(a)u (Br), *breamhann (eG);
gen breamhainn, freamhainn, bremann (eG) 
rumbling or roaring place, place on roaring water, turbulent stream  35, 434-5

-b(h)rean(n)aidh ? ('obscure to me' WJW)  522 add n478

Breasal; gen Bhreasail, Angl -bristle (OIr) (pers name, = 'warrior')  237 see also breisleach

Breatan (eG), Brython (W); pl Breatain (eG); gen pl Breatann, Angl -barton, -bretton, -brethan;
dat pl Breatnaibh (eG)  Briton  13-15, 67, 208 see also Britt

Breatann (MnG)  Britain  14

Breat(an)nach (MnG)  British  15 see also -ach

Breccán; gen Bhreacáin (pers n)  63, 94, 187 see also -án

bréch see bréach-

-breck see b(h)reac

brefu (W), βρέµω  to bleat, bray, low, roar  35, 434 see also breamhainn,

-breich see bruach

breisleach; gen bhreislich  confusion, rout  484, 486 see also -ach; bresel

breitheamh, britheamh; gen (a') bhritheimh, Angl -verie  judge  261 see also bretos/us
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Breiz (Bret), BRITTIA (lLat) (1) (lLat) Britain (2) (Bret) Brittany  14-15

bremann, brem(a)u, bremava see breamhainn

bren see pren

Brénainn, Angl -birnie, -brannan, -brandon (name of saint, = Brendan)  189, 274

bresel (OW)  war  237n2 see also breisleach

-brethan see Breatann

bretos/us (Gaul)  judgement  462-3, 519 add n322 see also breitheamh

-bretton see Breatann

breun  fetid, nasty, putrid  449

brí see bràigh

briathar  word  451

briathrach  talkative, wordy  211, 451 see also -ach

-brick see b(h)reac

-bride see Brigid

briga see bràigh; bre

briganti see braint

*-bhrigheachán see *-bhrítheachán

bright- see bréach

Brigid; gen Brighde, Angl -bride (saint's name)  161, 187, 194, 274-5, 373-4

briktos see brith

-bristle see Breasal

BRITANNIA see Prydain

BRITANNUS/I see Britt; Cruthen
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brith (W), briktos (Br)  speckled  68 see also b(h)reac

*b(h)rítheachán, *-bhrigheachán, ?-itheachán ?  steep  466

britheamh see breitheamh

Britt (eG), BRITTO(N-) (lLat), Angl -braith  Briton  14, 174n1 see also Breatan

*BRITTANIS; gen BRITTANIDIS; pl Πρεταvίδης  British (Isles)  13

BRITTIA see Breiz

BRITTO(N-) see Britt

br_va (eCelt)  bridge  432 see also bruar

br_vara/os see bruar

br_ see brà

-broath see brothág

broc  badger  141, 146, 441

br_c (OE)  brook  141

brochán; gen bhrocáin  gruel, porridge, sludgy ground  199-200

bròg  shoe  482

brogha see brugh

-broider see Bruadar

-brón, -brone see brà

brotha see bruth

brothach  boiling, eruptive, scabby  449 see also -ach; brwd

brothág; gen brotháig, Angl -broath  little hot or eruptive stream  449 see also -ag; brwd

-brother see Bruadar

brú see brá
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bruach; gen and dat bruaich, Angl -breich  bank  146, 449, 495 see also -ach; brá

Bruadar; gen Bruadair, Angl -broider, ?-brother (pers name)  237

bruar (Br, W), *br_vara/os (eBr)  ?bridge stream  432

brugh, -burgh (eG), brug (eIr) (1) mansion, fairy dwelling (2) field, land  (1) 204n1, 468 (2) 227
see also borg; burh

brun- see bryn

bruth; gen brotha  heat  449 see also brwd

bruthainn, *brutona (eCelt)  sultry heat  469

brwd (W), *bruto (eCelt)  hot, fervent  469 see also bruth

bryeint see braint

bryn, ?brun (Br, W)  eminence, hill  226, 348, 359 see also bre

Brython see Breatan

bu- see both

buachaill  shepherd  437 see also bachlach (shepherd); bugail

búad see buadh

buadartha (Ir)  turbid  52

buadh, búad (OIr), boud- (Br); gen buaidh, buaidhe (Ir)  triumph, virtue  4, 44, 436, 446, 449

buadhach  'one of virtue'  436 see also -ach

buadhchág  'little one of virtue'  446, 449 see also -ach; -åg; buadh

buadhnat; gen bhuadnaid, Angl -buthnot  'little one of virtue'  446 see also buadh; -nad

buaidh(e) see buadh

buail, Angl bel-; pl buaile  (protective) fold, stronghold  366, 444

buan  lasting, unfailing  438, 447, 477

buanaid (Ir)  'little lasting one'  447, 477 see also -nad



 Index of Celtic Elements
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B Page 17

buanán  unfailing brook  447 see also -án

-bucho see Begha

-bucth see bocht

budd (W)  gain, profit  4, 44 see also buadh

-buddo see Buite

bugail (Br, W) herdsman  351-2 see also buachaill

buic see boc

buidhe, BADIUS, Angl -bowie, -boy, -buie  yellow  38, 146, 403

buidhre see boidhre

-buie see buidhe

Buite; dim ?Buit(h)eóc, Angl ?-buddo (saint's name)  313

bulc, bulgio see b(h)alg

bun, Angl bon-, boon, bun-; (1) foot (of hill etc) (2) mouth (of river)
(3) i mbun, Angl mon-, mun- close to, near
sense (1)  47, 137, 139, 241, 439, 477
sense (2)  137, 477
sense (3)  116, 241, 439 see also i
Angl forms: bon-  137, 139, 477

boon  139
bun-  241
mon-, mun-  241, 439

see also bonn

-burgh see brugh

burh (OE)  fortress  69 see also borg; brugh

-buth see bocht

-buthnot see buadhnadh

buss (Scots)  bush, thicket, wood  420

bútelach (MIr)  big fire, place where a big fire is made  96 see also -ach
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Búti (saint's name)  96

buwch (W)  cow  119 see also bó

bwch see boc

byddr see bodhar


